
Batkin & Damme:
Switching to solar 
with the professionals

Batkin and Damme is an established smash repairs 
business owned and operated by Andrew and Kester 
Damme. It is the largest of its kind in Wagga Wagga, 
employing 20 Riverina locals.

Andrew and Kester have enjoyed 23 years of 
business success and continue to grow. Never ones 
to rest on their laurels, Andrew and Kester believe 
that innovation is at the forefront of their business 
success. Batkin and Damme pride themselves on 
their efficient, sustainable and responsible operations.

The Business Challenge
With an annual electricity bill in excess of $35,000 and 
no price surety for the future the business considered a 
number of options, before deciding turn to solar.
“Saving money has been the driving force behind 
our business decision to go solar. In addition to this, 
we are always on the lookout for ways to make our 
operations more sustainable. Last year we adopted 
non-toxic, PPG enviro-based paints in our workshop. 
Solar is another way we can make our business more 
sustainable and reduce our operating costs. It’s a 
win-win on both counts,” said Andrew. 
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About

Smash repairs business switches to solar 
to reduce operating costs.

•	 35KW solar power system installation

•	 Total of 140 solar panels tailored to suit the energy 
consumption of the panel and paint shop

•	 Expected savings of up to 50% on electricity bill

•	 Solar Professionals offered great value for money 
underpinned by sound industry knowledge and 
technical expertise



Why Solar Professionals
Solar Professionals offer great value for money 
delivering their expertise through tailored, personal 
approaches. They understand that everyone’s needs 
are different and take the time to really listen to 
their customers. It was this attention to detail that 
appealed to Andrew and after meeting with the Solar 
Professionals team, he was confident that they could 
assist with reducing their overall operating costs and 
meet their broader business objectives.

“Solar Professionals are straight talking; there was 
no sales pitch. Instead, they let their knowledge and 
expertise shine. Their personal, considered approach 
and tailored solution was cost effective and brought 
to the table with no pressure to purchase. They were 
however so impressive, that we did purchase and 
haven’t looked back since.”

“The install process was seamless, with minimal 
interruption to our business, they have even followed 
up post installation to ensure that it is all working as it 
should,” said Andrew.

The Solution
Batkin and Damme’s operating requirements are 
complex and varied. Spread across two buildings: the 
panel shop and the paint shed, finding a cost effective 
and efficient energy solution for both locations was 
always going to be challenging. Solar Professionals 
worked with the business to design a specific, tailored 
solution to best suit the unique operating requirements. 

Sixty Trina Honey solar panels and one 27.6kW Aurora 
inverter was installed at the panel shop totalling 15kW. 
In the paint shop, 80 x Trina Honey solar panels and 
one 27.6kW Aurora inverter was installed totalling 
20kW to accommodate the additional power usage of 
shed equipment.  

The Benefits
The cost saving and environmental benefits of installing 
solar are impressive. While it is only early days, it is 
anticipated that Batkin and Damme’s solar system will 
see the business halve its annual electricity bill. 

“Our system is just six weeks young, so we’re yet to 
receive our power bill since our system was installed. 
However, I never thought I would say I’m looking 
forward to receiving my next power bill but this quarter 
I am,” said Andrew.

Call 02 6925 6056
www.solarprofessionals.com.au

13 Dobney Avenue,
Wagga Wagga, N.S.W. 2650

andrew@solarprofessionals.com.au


